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CHAPTER VIII
RETURN   TO   AFRICA
OSTIA, where we next meet Augustine and his
friends, was not at that time the abandoned and
fever-stricken ruin that we know to-day.    It was
a busy Roman watering-place,  its marble quays
and   handsome   villas   brightened    by   constant
visitors from the great city.    Jaded lawyers and
other officials used to drive down in the heat of
the summer, and idle patricians counted it, like Baia,
one of the places that Jupiter had marked out for
relieving the ennui of patrician existence.    It was
also the port of arrival from and departure for
Africa.    Many a time when the corn ships from
Africa were late, its quays were  crowded with
anxious Romans, scanning the southern horizon
from morning until night.    Augustine and  his
friends were resting there after the fatigue of the
journey, and preparing to cross to Africa, when
Monica contracted a fatal fever..
